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Stillman Valley High School

Algebra I 2007-08

Mr. Nielson

Homework

Homework will be assigned every day class is held and will be graded each day for completion.  Homework is designed to help you understand the material and master it before quizzes.  You should be able to find homework assignments as well as lesson plan powerpoints at my website.  A homework check will be given during various points during a quarter.  They are unannounced!!  This means that you should be completing homework everyday in preparation of a homework check.  If you forget your homework on the day of a homework check, you will receive a zero for that assignment.  This is a responsibility issue.

Quizzes

A quiz will be given on the last day of each week; this may be a Wednesday, Thursday, or Friday depending on the schedule that week.  These quizzes will always be cumulative.  If we have covered a topic, you should always be prepared for it to be on a quiz; even if it has been six months since we last talked about it.  When your quiz/test is graded, you always have the option of doing quiz corrections.  These are due at the beginning of the hour the next class day.  They will not be accepted late (if absent you must have an excused admit the day you return).  You must do your corrections on a separate sheet of paper.  You must rewrite the problems you missed and redo the problems on this sheet of paper.  Do not write on the quiz itself.  Besides the problem you have redone, you must explain in words why you missed the problem the first time.  If you did not do the problem on the quiz, you must write out all the steps involved in solving the problem.  You must label this page of corrections with the appropriate quiz number and staple it to the front of the original quiz.  If you follow all of these directions, you may earn back half the points you missed on each of the problems on the quiz.  You may ask me why you got certain problems incorrect.  You may also ask any math teacher (including me) for help in completing these corrections.  I will not grade incomplete corrections.  Do them all, or not at all!!

Binder

Every student should have a 3 ring binder.  This will be used in lieu of a folder, as they are more durable.  Homework, quizzes, and other important papers like this one, should be stored in this 3 ring binder.  After the completion of each unit, I will grade these binders to make sure you are keeping your assignments.  This promotes better organizational skills and should be easy points to earn.

Grades

Students will be provided with a grade log sheet that they can use to tally their grades.  Throughout the year I will check these logs for accuracy and students may earn extra credit for keeping an accurate log.  Before coming to me and asking for your current grade, please consult your log.  The grade log will show the percent that each category is worth.

Absences

If you are absent, it is YOUR responsibility to see me for missed work and quiz make-ups.  My suggestion is that you come to me during homeroom with your admit.  Homework problems will be in the powerpoint lesson plans found at my website.  Quizzes need to be made up the following week; failure to do so will result in a zero for that quiz.  

Help

In order to be successful at Algebra, it may be necessary to see me for extra help outside of class.  I will not take much class time to answer homework questions; therefore, it is in your best interest to ask questions before school.  I am unavailable after school due to football practice; however, I am at school at 7:00 am everyday without exception.  If you consistently arrive at 7:45, please feel free to come during homeroom.

Calculators

All students need a calculator.  I recommend a Texas Instruments 30 (TI-30X) that is either battery or solar powered.  These calculators are relatively inexpensive and can be purchased in a variety of stores.  This calculator should be brought to class everyday!  I will not be providing calculators for students who have lost, forgot, or broke their own.  
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Classroom expectations:

Students will






 I will
1. Respect their fellow classmates, teacher, and visitors   
 1.  Treat each student with respect

2. Be prepared for class each day


    
 2.  Work to challenge each student

3. Participate in classroom activities


   
 3.  Not give up on you, even if you give up 

4. Be successful in Algebra class


      
      on yourself

Classroom Rules

1. Be on time for class and in your assigned seat when the bell rings.  I will have some type of an activity for you to do when you get to class.  If you are late, it is a tardy unless you have a pass.  Note:  If you are not in your assigned seat, you will be considered tardy.

2. Please bring your book, 3 ring binder, a writing instrument, calculator, and your completed homework to class each day.

3. Keep the room clean.  Please do not write on your desk or you will be cleaning all of them for me after school. You may NOT have any food or drink in my classroom or in the halls around it!!  If you have these items out, I will take them and throw them away…No EXCEPTIONS!!
4. Anyone found cheating or copying will receive a zero for that assignment and will be subject to further disciplinary action as stated in your handbook.

5. Please, remain in your seat, working, until the bell rings to end class.  I will make the entire class stay after the bell if you pack up early.

Failure to follow these rules will result in a Student-Teacher Conference after school.  Repeated offenses will result in a Parent-Teacher Conference, and/or removal from class.  We are all adults in this class and I do not expect this to be a problem!

Finally…

As your teacher, I have the right to add or modify anything covered in this syllabus.

I have read the preceding course syllabus and understand the procedures and consequences detailed in it.  

Student Signature:_____________________________

Parent Signature:______________________________ 
